PREFACE

Seldom lias the hatred of a tyrant expressed Itself
more venomously than in the marginal note that Con-
rad quotes. This story lets us see clearly how much
Ms country's wrongs at the hands of Russian tyrants
was on his mind. He seldom spoke upon such matters,
but I am glad he gave full rein to his feelings in this
most interesting tale.

The third story on the list is called "The Tale.55
He must have heard it from some sailor in the war,
probably badly told in skeleton.

As Shakespeare often took episodes from Holinshed
and with his magic pen gave them both brilliancy and
life, so Conrad dealt with this sailor's yarn and left it
glorified.

Just as in "Typhoon35 he puts into words what many
have experienced, so in "The Tale" he takes the fa-
miliar episode of a ship fogbound off a dangerous coast in
wartime, and makes the reader stand trembling as the
vessel noses her way, as if by instinct, into the deserted
creek. We do not only see and feel the fog, but it gets
down our throats, makes our eyes smart, confuses all
our senses and makes us understand the state of mind
of the American who naively said to Mm, "Say, Mr.
Conrad, how in thunder did it come into your head?"

TMs tale and the next, "The Warrior's Soul," were
written in 1917. They show Ms genius ever maturing,
never looking back, as fresh and powerful as when,
many years ago, he wrote those masterpieces, "The
Heart of Darkness," "Youth/' and "The Mirror of the
Sea,95

Few stories in the language are as dramatic as "The
Warrior's Soul/9 It is well worthy of a place beside
Hudson's "El Ombu" and "Wandering Willie's Tale."

The Sheriff, master mariner, and Gaucho, naturalist,
meet and join hands, for genius overlaps all barriers.